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F. CONGIUSTA 


CHIEF 


AKIOT! 


ES: 


2002. The 
name is Chief Art 


New York City Fi 


time is approximately 10:50. 


t Lakiotes, 


Today is January 8th, 
My 
Safety Command, 
I 


re Department. am 


conducting an interview with -- 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Frank Congiusta, 
Battalion 48. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: -- regarding the 


events of September 11th, 


QO. Frank, 
through the day, 


and explain to me how 


A. 


neighbor came over and said a pla 


Trade Center. 


if you would, 


how the events u 


I was at home reading t 


So I went next door, 


2001. 
just take me 


nfolded for you 


the day went for you. 


he paper, and my 


ne hit the World 


and I watched 


it for a whil Then the second plane hit. I 
said it's time to go to work. 

I went in, and I drove to 240's 
quarters to pick up my gear. There were thr 
other guys there, so we all got in my car. We 


were going to drive 


walk through the Batt 


W 


the first 


Expressway, 


to the Bat 


tery Tunnel and 


tery Tunnel. 


hile we were on the Prospect 


tower collapsed. When we 
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got on the Gowanus, I figured the top would fall 


off. On the radio they said the tower collapsed. 


We were trying to see what was left of the first 


tower that collapsed, and we couldn't see 


anything. But it was hard to tell through the 


smoke. 


We got to the Battery Tunnel, we parked 


the car, and they wouldn't let walk us through. 


They said they were afraid the tunnel would 
collapse. So they said they were going to send a 


bus for us. 


So we waited for the bus. We got on 
the bus. When we were in the ditch on the 
Gowanus -—- what is it? 


Q. The BOE? 


| 
v 


A. That's when the second building 
collapsed. I would guess we got there 10, 15 


minutes after the second building collapsed. It 


was a complete mess. It was like walking onto 


the moon. Anybody we saw appeared to be in 
shock. 

QO. That was after the event? 

A. Yeah. 


The first chief that we met was Chief 
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Callan, 
ME whe there was some deputy 


there from Queens that asked us to search the 
customs building, which was still standing. 


So we figured out a way into the 


customs building, and we searched th ight 


floors of the customs building on the west side. 
The whole middle of the building was blocked out 
by collapse. 


We came out. Chief Fellini was there 


by then. I reported to Chief Fellini that we had 


searched the top eight floors with 43 Truck and 


294 Engine. I reported that the west half of the 


customs building that we could get to that was 
accessible was negative, and he told us to search 
the subbasements. We went down and searched the 
subbasements. 

While we were searching the 


subbasements, they decided that Seven World Trade 


Center, which was across the street, was going to 
collapse. So they called us out. We were so far 


down, we couldn't hear them. But we came out 


after we searched the subbasements. Actually we 


came out on the Seven World Trade Center parkway 
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street. When I came out, they were calling us on 


the radio to tell us to get out. 


Then I reported that the search was 


negative, and then they wouldn't let anybody near 


the site pretty much, because Seven World Trade 


Center was going to come down. 


After that I started doing a casualty 


report. I was there until like midnight doing 


casualty reports. 


QO. Where was your location? 

A. We were at West and Vesey. 

QO. West and Vesey? 

A. But then what happened was once I 


started doing casualty reports, I started walking 


all around the site, and anybody I saw with a 


helmet number that I thought would have been 


there, I asked them if all their guys were 
accounted for. 

So I made one list of companies that 
everybody was accounted for, and I made another 
list of who they thought was missing, which 
was —— 


Q. Who did you give that to? 


A. Stanley Door “ CHECK was there, I 
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think. Actually we went further down to 
Stuyvesant High School, and I forget the name of 


the chief that was there. They have like a 


spiral book, and they were entering all the names 
in a spiral book. Somebody else had given them 
many of the names I had, but a lot of the names I 
gave them they didn't have. That was basically 
it. 
And when that was done, I was shot and 

I went home. 

Q. How did you get home? 

A. I walked downtown through the Battery 
Tunnel, got my car, and I drove a couple of the 
guys to 168. I drove a couple guys to 168, and 


then I drove home. I had to work a 24 the next 


day. I was working up and down the next day. 
That was it. 


QO. Thank you, Frank. 


r 


CHIEF LAKIOTES: This concludes the 


interview. It is approximately 10:55. 


